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HOUSE BI LL 2101

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Haigh, Stensen, M/loscia, Poulsen, Kagi, Mrris
Dunshee, Mirray, Ronero, Kessler, Eickneyer, O Brien, Rockefeller,
Linville, Lovick, Kenney, Wlfe, Schual-Berke, Tokuda, Rudernman,
Mcintire, Edwards, Keiser and Lantz

Read first tine 02/15/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of a conm ssion on school funding
review, and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1)(a) The legislature finds that the common
school s of Washington began to inplenent conprehensive performance-
based education reforns in 1993 as provided in House Bill No. 1209 and
subsequent | egislation. The principal features of the present system
for funding the operation of the common schools were enacted in 1977.
The nore fully school s and school districts inplenent performance-based
educational prograns, the |l ess well aligned Washi ngton’s school fundi ng
and school programdelivery systens becone. The governor’s council on
education reformand funding, created by executive order in 1991, did
not adopt recomendations on how to redesign the funding system to
align with the perfornmance-based instructional program nodel

(b) The legislature further finds that many schools and schoo
districts in Washi ngton have devel oped creative approaches to hel pi ng
students achi eve the essential academ c |earning requirenents and the
goal s of the basic education act as codified in RCW28A. 150.210. The
successes already achieved by schools and school districts on the
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Washi ngt on assessnment of student |earning constitute evidence that the
experiences of schools and school districts in Washington may suggest
vi abl e strategies for designing perfornmance-based fundi ng prograns.

(c) The legislature recognizes that as state-w de accountability
systens are devel oped and inplenented to hold students, schools, and
school districts accountable for inproving student performance, it is
appropriate and necessary to concurrently conduct a fundanental
reexam nation of the educational funding system and expl ore possible
education finance systemreform

(2) For the purposes of this section, "conm ssion" neans the
conmm ssi on on school funding review

(3) The conmm ssion on school funding review is created.

(4)(a) The comm ssion shall consist of thirteen citizen nenbers,
appoi nted by the governor, each of whomshall apply for nenbership and
denonstrate his or her concern and i nterest in education financing, one
menber appoi nted by each co-speaker of the house of representatives,
and one nenber from each major political party appointed by the
presi dent of the senate. |In appointing nenbers of the comm ssion, the
governor shall consider the expertise in educational finance of
applicants, and attenpt to include parents, business and conmunity
| eaders, and i ndi vi dual s W th experience as pri nci pal s,
superintendents, school business managers, school auditors, teachers,
and school directors, and with experience in postsecondary educati on.

(b) The governor shall appoint a representative of the office of

the governor or the office of financial managenent. The conmm ssion
menber ship shall include nmenbers wth expertise in special education
and expertise in prograns designed to neet the need of students with
limted English proficiency. The co-speakers of the house of

representatives shall each appoint one nenber of their respective
caucuses. The president of the senate shall appoint one nenber of the
senate fromeach major political party. The governor shall appoint the
chair of the conm ssion.

(5)(a) The comm ssion shall identify at |east fifteen but not nore
than twenty-five successful conprehensive school or school district
program nodels from within the school districts of Wshington. I n

identifying successful conprehensive program nodels, the conm ssion
shal | pl ace speci al enphasis on results on the WAashi ngt on assessnent of
student | earni ng.
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(b) After reviewing the structure and operation of the successful
conpr ehensi ve school or school district programnodels, the comm ssion
shal | approve pilot performance-based funding prograns that could be
used in these schools and school districts. The pilot performance-
based funding prograns shall be designed to inplenent either school -
based or district-w de performance-based educati on fundi ng systens.

(c) Pilot performance-based funding prograns may include, but are
not limted to, weighted student formul as and systens all ow ng for nore
flexi ble expenditure of funding formula allocations, and categorical
program appropriations fromstate and federal sources.

(d) In designing pilot perfornmance-based funding prograns, the
comm ssion shall consider the actual cost of providing for both the
i mredi ate and future needs of students to be served by the school or
school district.

(6) The comm ssion shall report its findings and recomrendations to
the governor and the legislature by January 1, 2001. In its fina
report, the comm ssion shall recommend steps for inplenenting state-
w de a system of perfornmance-based common school financing.

(7) Schools and school districts choosing to participate with the
comm ssion in developing pilot performance-based funding program
designs shall receive conpensation for expenses incurred through such
participation. The anmount of conpensation shall be determ ned by the
conm ssion, subject to avail able funding.

(8) The conm ssion shall enploy such staff as nay be necessary to
fulfill its duties under this section. The comm ssion is authorizedto
enter into contracts for services which may be necessary to fulfill its
duties under this section. The conmm ssion shall create technica
advi sory comm ttees as needed in order to fulfill its duties under this
section.

(9) The conm ssion shall expire on January 1, 2001.

~-- END ---
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